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Primitive Semitic Religion To-Day : A Record of Researches, 
Discoveries, and Studies in Syria, Palestine, and the Sinaitic 
Peninsula. By Samuel Ives Curtiss, Ph.D., D.D., Professor 
of Old Testament Literature and Interpretation, Chicago 
Theological Seminary. Chicago: F. H. Revell Co., 1902. 
Pp. 288. $2, net. 

Professor Curtiss did not undertake the investigations recorded in 
this volume until he had completed twenty years of work as an inter- 
preter of the Old Testament. He was therefore fully prepared to 
enter sympathetically and enthusiastically into every avenue of research 
that would illumine the obscurities of his chosen department. He did 
not go to the Orient merely as a sightseer, but as an observer and a 
close student of the life of to-day. He utilized to the best advantage 
generous friends who had been long familiar with the peoples and 
lands of Palestine and Syria. He gathered facts frem many reliable 
sources respecting the religious customs and practices of the different 
tribes and races who occupy these lands to-day. 

One of the important elements in his investigations was an abun- 
dance of time. Professor Curtiss spent fourteen months continuously, 
beginning July, 1898, in carefully traveling over the territory, and 
studying with some degree of thoroughness local religious rites and 
customs. Again in the summers of 1900 and 1901 he made further 
tours either into new sections of the country, or into those formerly 
visited in order to re-examine some points. All these tours were made 
for a specific purpose, viz., to ascertain whether in the religious cus- 
toms of the present day there are any traces of the primitive religion 
such as is seen among the peoples of the Old Testament and con- 
temporaneous nations. 

The material of the book is broken into nineteen chapters and six 
appendices, with a seventh appendix by Dr. William Hayes Ward, on 
" Altars and Sacrifices in the Primitive Art of Babylonia." Of the 
nineteen chapters, thirteen contain carefully classified results on spe- 
cial themes. The names of these themes will partially indicate the 
scope of the investigations. These are: "Conceptions of God," 
"Local Divinities," "Deified Men," "Physical Relation of Man to 

66 



BOOK REVIEWS 67 

God," " Moral Relation of Man to God," " High Places and Sacred 
Shrines," "Priests and 'Holy Men'," "Vows and Annual Festivals," 
"Institution of Sacrifice," "Use of Blood," "Redemption and 'Burst- 
ing Forth of Blood '," " Significance of Sacrifice," and " Place of Sac- 
rifice." 

The author undertook investigation on each of these points with a 
knowledge of the work that had been done, and the opinions that had 
been advanced. Robertson Smith's Religion of the Semites seems to 
have held the field and dictated the positions on most of these themes. 
But some of Smith's conclusions were reached either through inade- 
quate or imperfect reports of customs current in the East, or through 
theories not supported by a better knowledge of the facts. Professor 
Curtiss made it his business to collect the facts, and to classify them 
for the use of Semitic students. Theories for explaining these facts 
are quite aside from his purpose. 

It is manifestly impossible to take up and review these themes 
seriatim. Each one is replete with new facts of such a nature as to 
add great interest to its study. Some of the most interesting facts are 
those relative to " local divinities," " deified men," "high places and 
sacred shrines," and the whole group of themes pertaining to sacrifice. 
Of these, that on " the use of blood " contains the most surprises. 
" The facts with respect to the use of blood are more numerous than in 
regard to any other religious usage among the Semites" (p. 182). 
Professor Curtiss was especially fortunate in being an eye-witness of 
several remarkable ceremonies where blood was used in a religious 
sense, often with a significance suggestive of the requirements set 
before the Hebrews in the Old Testament. Again, the author states 
that he went to Palestine fully persuaded that the sacrificial meal, as 
held by Robertson Smith, was the oldest form of sacrifice (p. 218). 
But three summers' investigation, and the facts discovered that pertain 
to the " institution of sacrifice," " the use of blood," and " redemp- 
tion," first shook his faith in that view, then, by the abundance of facts, 
persuaded him of the incorrectness of Smith's position. Indeed, "the 
significance of sacrifice " has become so clearly manifest through his 
investigations that it can scarcely be anything else than a substitu- 
tionary idea. Doughty's researches in Arabia also bear out this 
opinion. Professor Curtiss says : " The reader may well imagine tiiy 
sensations on the first great interview which I had in Syria with the 
servant of the ' Chair,' when he announced, ' Every house must have 
its death ' " (p. 225). " Other expressions are found for the same idea 
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of vicarious sacrifice, as 'head for head,' 'spirit for spirit,' where the 
head of an animal, or its spirit, is said to take the place of the man, 
woman, child, family, or group for which it dies" (pp. 225, 226). He 
also found existent in the East blood-sprinkling upon the doors, door- 
posts, and lintels, which he regards as a primitive Semitic custom long 
antedating the Passover festival. 

There are also other discoveries made by this indefatigable investi- 
gator, quite as remarkable, which cannot be further enumerated. Suf- 
fice it to say that Professor Curtiss has made a real and valuable 
contribution to the study of Semitic religious customs and beliefs, and 
a genuine aid to the student of the Bible. Its value is reduplicated 
because it is not a setting forth of any theory, but the narration of 
facts regarding the life of Semitic peoples to-day. 

The appendices are by- discussions of themes relating to the 
author's journeys, or events or questions suggested in travel. The 
indices are ample for ready use of the book. The volume is luxuri- 
ously illustrated by twenty-five beautiful new half-tone illustrations, 
taken during the author's journeys, and by nineteen cuts to illustrate 
Dr. Ward's article. The mechanical work of the book is very credit- 
able. A few noticeable errors in proof-reading can be corrected in 
another edition. On the title-page we find the year designated as 
MCCCCII ; evidently a D is omitted. The word " to-day" is written 
both with and without the hyphen. The name of the French archae- 
ologist (p. 138) is Clermont-Ganneau. In Appendix G (p. 274) we 
should read : " Lajard's Culte de Mithra "; under the cut read : " After 
Lajard." The name in 1. 5, p. 273, should be " Heuzey." 

Ira M. Price. 

Der Galaterbrief, aus sich selbst geschichtlich erklart. Von Dr. 
Valentin Weber, Professor der Theologie in Wurzburg. 
Ravensburg: Hermann Kitz, 1902. Pp.156. M. 1.80. 

This is a reprint of the third part of the author's larger work, Die 
Abfassung des Galaterbriefs vor dem Apostelkonzil, with the addition of 
a short introduction. In his opening paragraph he says : 

The comparison of the Galatian letter with the Acts of the Apostles (in 
the first part) and with the other great letters of Paul (in the second part) 
has furnished many grounds for placing the letter in the period before the 
apostolic council recorded by Luke. Are the historical contents of the letter 
suitable to so early a period ? The satisfactory answer to this question will 
form the main argument for our thesis. 



